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Vladimer Grdzelishvili
From National Pathos to the Cult of the Leader: The Example of Ilo
Mosashvili’s House-Museum
Abstract

The title of the paper indicates that the main focus of the research
is the confrontation between two fundamental elements in Ilo
Mosashvili’s work: genuine national/patriotic self-consciousness and
loyalty to the leader/Soviet ideology. This idea is confirmed both by Ilo
Mosashvili’s political transformation and by the analysis of specific
poems, public activities, and materials preserved in his house-museum.

The research topic includes a biographical analysis, specifically Ilo
Mosashvili’s political path - from the Radical-Democratic Peasants Party
of Georgia to his activities in Soviet Georgia. An important part of the
topic is also the Ilo Mosashvili’s House-Museum in the village of Vagqiri,
Signagi Municipality, and the texts, photographs, and objects preserved in
the museum, which reflect the formation of his national dualism. Ilo
Mosashvili’s work is rich in patriotic elements; however, due to political
and ideological circumstances, he often tries to convey national motifs
through the use of Party-Soviet pathos. The paper presents the following
poems by Ilo Mosashvili: “I Love” (1919), “Child, the Homeland Calls
You” (1941), and “Motherland” (1942), which clearly illustrate the
dualism of the national issue.

The relevance of this paper is determined by the dualism of the
national question, which was characteristic of Georgians even when they
were under Russian imperial rule. Specifically, these divided Georgians
loved Georgia, but for them, Georgia was part of something larger - such
as Russia (Matsaberidze, 2023). It is a fact that the type of divided
Georgian also existed in the twentieth century, especially under the
conditions of Soviet Georgia. A clear confirmation of this idea is found in
Ilo Mosashvili’s work and his political activities. By analyzing Ilo
Mosashvili’s poems and biography (especially during the years 1917-
1954), this research reveals the paradoxical coexistence of the
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preservation of national identity and Soviet loyalty, which serves as an
important historical model for studying the socio-political behavior of the
Soviet Georgian intelligentsia. The paper pays special attention to the Ilo
Mosashvili House-Museum - not only as a memorial space, but also as a
research source. The photos, texts, and exhibits presented in the museum
are particularly interesting and timely for studying the dualism of Ilo
Mosashvili’s national question. Therefore, this paper will be of significant
assistance to all researchers interested in Ilo Mosashvili’s activities (in
addition to political scientists, interested parties may include historians,
literary scholars, art historians, and others). It is also noteworthy that the
results of the paper are important for both Georgian museums and the
interpretation of heritage. In particular, it is interesting to consider how
deeply and comprehensively museums present biographical information
and how much they contribute to the development of Georgia’s
educational space. The research establishes a methodological model in
which material culture (the house-museum) is used as a tool for textual
analysis. As a result, the paper serves as an important source for literary,
political, and historical research.

Research Novelty lies in its use of micro-history (the biography of
Ilo Mosashvili), which is essential for analyzing a broader context. For
example, the political, biographical, and literary activities of Ilo
Mosashvili as an individual are presented in the paper to convincingly
illustrate the behavioral paradox of the Soviet Georgian intelligentsia -
the struggle of national identity with the cult of the leader. Moreover,
such dualism of the national question is characteristic not only of
Georgians in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, but also of the
contemporary political space of Georgia. It appears that the traumas of
the past still manifest themselves today. The photos, texts, and exhibits
preserved in the Ilo Mosashvili’s House-Museum are used in the research
as primary sources, not merely as a memorial background. In the study,
the museum is presented as a research laboratory, where “dualism” is
identified both in personal belongings and in texts. Such integration is
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rarely used in Georgian humanities research. The study offers
representatives of memorial spaces a kind of guideline on how to present
biographical tensions, thus transforming the museum into a space of
critical education, where the truth is revealed clearly and without
concealment. Finally, instead of simply reading biographical information,
the paper exposes the dissonance within it (national pathos + veneration
of the leader) and shows that the expression of national sentiment often
took place under the guise of apparent loyalty. This finding is a significant
contribution to the Politics of memory, as well as to literature and
history.

Research aim is to analyze, through the example of Ilo Mosashvili’s
house-museum, biography, and works, the paradoxical coexistence of
national identity and the cult of the leader/Soviet loyalty, which is
especially evident in his poetic texts, political activities, and the memorial
materials of the house-museum. The study seeks to show how national
pathos is expressed within the framework of Soviet ideology and why Ilo
Mosashvili’s house-museum is an important “place of memory”
(according to Pierre Nora’s theoretical framework), where history and
memory intersect.

Research Methodology of the presented paper is based on
qualitative research methods, case study, and discourse analysis. Ilo
Mosashvili and his house-museum (Vagqiri, Signagi) are taken as the case
study example in order to explain the coexistence of national pathos and
loyalty to the leader in texts and biographical material. The choice of case
analysis is determined by the aim of the paper itself - the dualism of the
national question is clearly revealed in Mosashvili’s texts and the
materials preserved in the museum, and the subject of the research is
precisely to highlight this confrontation. Accordingly, the research
questions are: 1. How are the national question and loyalty to the
leader/Soviet ideology constructed in Ilo Mosashvili’s texts and
biography? 2. How did the author distribute or balance these two
discourses in different periods? 3. How is this dualism represented in the
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exhibitions preserved in Ilo Mosashvili’s house-museum? The
chronological scope of the research deliberately covers the years 1917-
1954 (from the early national intonations of the poetic texts to the war
years and subsequent Soviet episodes). In terms of data sources, the paper
uses Ilo Mosashvili’s poems (1919, 1941, 1942), photographs, and exhibits
from the house-museum as primary sources. With regard to secondary
sources, the paper presents historiographical and biographical
information. The selection of texts and exhibits in Ilo Mosashvili’s house-
museum was carried out according to the principle of purposive sampling:
materials were chosen in which national markers (homeland, land,
ancestors, sacrifice) and markers of loyalty to the leader (Stalin, party
pathos, Soviet symbolism) are directly or indirectly recorded. The paper
adheres to ethical standards: access to data from Ilo Mosashvili’s house-
museum was obtained with permission, the collection of photographs and
exhibits was based on informed consent, and the anonymity of museum
staff is strictly maintained.

The relevant theoretical framework for this paper is the concept of
“places of memory” by the French historian Pierre Nora. According to
Nora, places of memory can take material (monuments, museums,
archives), symbolic (national holidays, emblems, myths), or functional
forms (institutions), and they often unite both history and memory.
Pierre Nora emphasizes that these sites are not neutral; on the contrary,
they are constructed and often serve political or ideological purposes.
This theoretical framework is especially relevant in contexts where
history and politics intersect, as these sites not only preserve but also
create and reinterpret memory (sometimes through manipulation). For
example, the Ilo Mosashvili’s House-Museum is precisely such a place,
where memory is both preserved and transformed. Nora argues that
places of memory emerge when living memory disappears and history
begins to institutionalize identity through symbols, monuments, and texts
(Nora, 1989). In the case of Ilo Mosashvili, his patriotic poetry and
political activity initially reflected an authentic national spirit and
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collective memory connected to the idea of Georgian independence;
however, under Soviet rule, these cultural expressions were transformed
into veneration of the cult of the leader. Accordingly, Pierre Nora’s
theory helps us understand how Mosashvili’s legacy reflects the dual
process of memory: on the one hand, the preservation of Georgian
national identity, and on the other, its manipulation by the Soviet regime.
In short, Pierre Nora’s “places of memory” allow us to analyze how
nations and regimes use cultural artifacts, spaces, and narratives to
preserve collective memory - whether in authentic or distorted form.
Based on the facts established through the analysis of Ilo
Mosashvili’s house-museum, his political and creative activities, we can
draw a direct parallel with the attempts to reconcile National-Georgian
and Russian state interests in nineteenth-century Georgia, which was
occupied by the Russian Empire. It is necessary to recall the words of
Archil Jorjadze: “The prominent representatives of the noble
Intelligentsia abandoned thoughts and dreams of Georgian independence
according to circumstances. Such dualism in political thinking implied
the reconciliation of incompatible principles, even though by the end of
the nineteenth century it was already clear that the official and dominant
state ideology would not allow for a just resolution of the national
question.” In addition, the cultural influence coming from a foreign
country, for example, Russification, led to a peculiar duality among some
Georgians. These divided Georgians loved Georgia, but for them, Georgia
was part of something larger - such as Russia (Matsaberidze, 2023). After
the above-mentioned parallel, it is not an exaggeration to claim that Ilo
Mosashvili also acted according to a similar principle of national dualism.
It is impossible to ignore the fact that Ilo Mosashvili’s poems are filled
with patriotic spirit, but their expression occurs precisely in a form that
corresponds to the Soviet party line. It appears that, alongside the lyrical
lines of love for the homeland, the mention of the leader’s name is the
result of ideological necessity, which is one of the main characteristics of
the Soviet system. We can conclude that the transformation in Ilo

13



300303260 3936096905 2025 Bmdo 2, N 2

Mosashvili’s work represents a logical continuation of his political
transformation. It is important to emphasize that such dualism is
characteristic not only of Ilo Mosashvili, but also of a segment of the
Soviet Georgian intelligentsia in general, where the preservation of
national identity was often possible only through the veneration of the
leader.

Keywords: Ilo Mosashvili, National identity, House-Museum,
Pierre Nora, Politics of Memory.
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