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he Democratic Republic of Georgia at the Khariton Akhvlediani Ajara
State Museum

Abstract

The Khariton Akhvlediani Ajara State Museum in Batumi was
founded in 1908 as a school museum, and since 1939, it has been engaged
in scientific research. The museum houses approximately 180,000
exhibits.

It should be noted that the museum does not occupy a large space;
consequently, it is difficult to fully present and display an exhaustive
exhibition related to any specific era or event. Despite this, the museum
provides visitors with significant materials regarding the declaration of
independence and the Democratic Republic of Georgia.

Materials related to the Democratic Republic of Georgia (among
others) occupy one room in the museum. Particular attention is focused
on the issue of Ajara's return to Georgia, featuring portraits of military
and political figures associated with this theme, along with descriptions of
historical events. The museum houses the Act of Independence signed by
the Constituent Assembly of Georgia, the flag of the Democratic Republic
of Georgia, the draft Constitution of the First Republic, photographs of
political, military, and religious leaders, collections of laws and
government decrees, various issues of newspapers published during the
republic's existence, and other materials related to the First Republic.

Notably, the museum displays a painting by E. Efremov titled "7The
Flight of the Mensheviks from Batumi." As noted on the museum's
official website, this Soviet propaganda piece was commissioned by the
museum itself in 1940. Given that the government of the First Republic
of Georgia left the country by ship from Batumi following the final
session of the Constituent Assembly on March 18, 1921, the purpose of
displaying this Soviet-commissioned painting is clear: to promote the
narrative that "the Mensheviks fled and abandoned the population.”
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A small section of the museum is dedicated to the period of British

occupation in Batumi. Along with orders issued by the head of the
occupation regime, the museum presents photographs of British soldiers
to the visitors.

The museum also highlights the events of February-March 1921
and the expulsion of the Ottomans from Batumi. Alongside a portrait of
General Giorgi Mazniashvili, items recovered from the graves of soldiers
who fought in the battle to liberate Batumi from the Ottomans are
displayed. Additionally, the museum presents materials characterizing
the economic state of the Democratic Republic, including banknotes and
stamps issued in Batumi.

It is worth noting that on the "Ajara Museums" website, a
dedicated page for the Khariton Akhvlediani Museum includes brief
descriptions of collections, a virtual tour, events, and other important
information. However, the information published on the site occasionally
contains inaccuracies. For example, in the description of the collection
regarding the February-March war of 1921, the website states that the
draft of the June 1921 Constitution is on display. It is important to correct
this mechanical error: the draft Constitution was actually published in
June 1920. Furthermore, the page states that "in February-March 1921,
Soviet Russia annexed Georgia"—it would be preferable to correct this to
"de facto annexation" or "occupation."

In conclusion, it can be said that despite the limited space, the
materials exhibited in the museum still provide visitors with a certain
understanding of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Naturally, it would
be beneficial if the museum were allocated a larger space to make more
materials available, which would further enrich and diversify the existing

collection.



