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Otar Janelidze
Georgian-French Memorial Museum of Leuville
Abstract
Historically, Georgia had cultural centers in a number of foreign
countries (Jvari, Mount Athos, the Petritsoni monasteries, etc.), but these
were primarily religious and literary centers. In contrast, the Leuville
estate in the Ile-de-France region of northern France was the center of

political life for Georgian emigration in the 1920s—1950s.
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Leuville is a symbol of Georgian political and cultural emigration.
The name of this small village near Paris has been ingrained in Georgian
consciousness for just over a century. The government of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia in exile, overthrown as a result of Soviet Russian
military aggression, purchased a two-story castle and a 5-hectare estate in
this settlement with state funds in 1922. Members of the government and
the Presidium of the Constituent Assembly resided in the chiteau. The
estate was also intended for Georgian refugees.

For Georgian emigrants, Levili became "Little Georgia," where the
spirit of independence flourished and the hope of returning home was
alive.

According to the owners' will, this small Georgian homestead was
to be transferred to Georgia after its independence. And so it was. After
lengthy negotiations between representatives of the Georgian
government and the families of Georgian emigrants responsible for the
Levili estate, in 2016 the Levili Georgian homestead became the property
of Georgia. Since then, the Levili estate has been under the jurisdiction of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, and since 2021, the Ministry of
Culture of Georgia.

The Georgian-French Memorial Museum was established on the
premises of the Levili estate, which was transferred to the National
Museum of Georgia. The memorial museum will become an important
part of the Georgian cultural and educational center established in Levili.
In addition to the permanent exhibition, the museum will have an
additional hall for temporary exhibitions. The estate will also house a
library, a conference room, a media library, and a Georgian corner —
"Georgian Ode." A vineyard will be planted and a cellar will be built to
popularize Georgian wine.

To develop the concept for the memorial museum, the Ministry of
Culture formed a working group consisting of specialists and
representatives of the Georgian diaspora. The group included: Christine
Pagava-Boulet — Vice President of the Noe Jordania Institute, grandson of
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Noe Jordania; Thierry Berishvili — President of the Association of
Friendship with the Georgian People "Long Live Georgia" (France);
Stephen Jones — historian, researcher of modern and contemporary
history of Georgia (USA); Shorena Tsitsagi — Head of the International
Relations Department of the Ministry of Culture of Georgia; Nino
Kalandadze — Head of Restoration - Conservation Scientific Institute of
the Georgian National Museum; Levan Taktakishvili — Deputy Director of
the National Library of the Parliament of Georgia; Irakli Yakobashvili —
Head of the Archives of the Parliament of Georgia; Otar Janelidze —
Senior Researcher at the National Museum of Georgia; Zurab
Gaiparashvili, Head of the TSU Library; Dmitry Silakadze, Specialist in
the Scientific Department of the National Archives of Georgia.

The group has already prepared a working draft of the concept and
collected the necessary memorial items, artifacts, archival documents,
periodicals, photographs, audio, and audiovisual materials for the
exhibition.

According to the concept, the museum's permanent exhibition
space will be divided into three parts and will highlight the political and
cultural activities of the Georgian émigré community. The first part will
briefly and concisely tell the history of Georgia from ancient times to the
present day, presenting the story of the Georgian people's struggle for
freedom from 1801 to the restoration of state independence and beyond.
The second (main) part will be dedicated to the political, social, and
cultural life of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and the three-year
period of its existence. The third part will reflect the adventures of the
Georgian émigré community, its struggle for Georgia's liberation, and the
dynamics of its political and cultural life from 1921 to the mid-1950s.

The museum's first and second floors comprise 10 halls (essentially
rooms and a corridor), and the exhibition is divided according to the
following chronological and thematic principles:
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Hall One: The History of Georgia from Ancient Times to the
Present Day; A Brief Overview of Georgia's History Before and During
the Russian Occupation;

Hall Two: From the February Revolution of 1917 to May 26, 1918;

Hall Three: The Government of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia;

Hall Four: The Creation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and
State Building;

Hall Five: The Soviet Russian Invasion of Georgia and the
Occupation of Georgia, as well as its De facto Annexation by Russia;

Sixth Hall: Organization of anti-occupation, anti-Soviet liberation,
resistance movements in Georgia and abroad,;

Seventh Hall: History of the Georgian Community in France;

Eighth Hall: Noe Zhordania's Office;

Ninth Hall: Chateau de Léville;

Tenth Hall: The Past and Present of Léville.

The restoration-conservation of the historical part of the Leville
Manor fence and the rehabilitation works of the "Watchman's House"
have already been completed, the exhibition space of the chateau has
been prepared for the exposition, and the restoration of the park
continues. The Leville Museum is scheduled to open in September 2026.



