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Manana Darchashvili
The March 31 Referendum in Georgia and the Restoration of

State Independence
Abstract

The research topic includes such vital topics for Georgian reality as
the restoration of state independence and related issues that, due to their
timeframe and current international situation, are of general interest.
Despite its short existence (1918-1921), the Democratic Republic of
Georgia left a significant mark on the history of Georgia. Its legacy is an
invaluable experience and a source of pride for the current Georgian
state. May 26, Georgia's Independence Day, has become a historic holiday
(Janelidze, 2018).

34 years ago, on March 31, 1991, when the country was actually in a
state of war, a referendum was held following legal norms to identify
those wishing to restore state independence, and based on its results, the
Supreme Council adopted the Act of Independence of Georgia
(Matsaberidze, 2019, 181). The more time passes, the more the
significance of the day during the referendum held decades later becomes
even more confirmed, since the referendum question was based on the
Act of Independence proclaimed on 26 May 1918.

The opportunity to hold the referendum was created by the
convincing victory of the national forces in the first multi-party elections
to the Supreme Council on October 28, 1990 (Natmeladze, Daushvili,
2005).

The urgency of the work is determined by the current situation,
which confirms that the study of any issue related to the proclamation of
state independence for Georgian reality does not lose its relevance.

The presented and studied materials describe the current situation,
and the documents discussed (some of which are entering the Georgian
scientific space for the first time) shed light on the epochal events of 1918
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and 1991. We believe that situational analysis, together with interesting
scientific findings, also gives practical value to the work, representing
novelty and increasing interest in the work.

In the context of May 26, March 31, 1991, is an important day in
Georgia's recent history. The referendum question held on that day - "Do
you agree with the restoration of Georgia's state independence based on
the Act of Independence of May 26, 1918?" was answered positively by
99.08% of the referendum participants, including the country's non-
Georgian population. This proves the mood of the population during the
pre-referendum period, and later the appeal of the first President of
Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, who stated that the vote of all of us on
March 31 may be the only one that will decide the fate of our state,
Georgia. Based on the results of the referendum, on April 9, 1991, the
restoration of Georgia's state independence was declared.

The novelty of the work is the scientific basis included in the work.
It is worth saying that some of the materials are used for the first time,
and since they are new, they add special significance to the work.
Therefore, the emphasis on interesting details of the country's recent
history remains relevant, both for the former post-Soviet space and for
those interested in the international politics of this very interesting time
frame.

Based on the above, the problem of the paper includes a new
understanding of the political process in the country based on the study
of many scientific literature, documents received by the government,
press materials, attitudes of political figures of other countries, and
answers to the following questions: 1. May 26, 1918 Context in Georgia;
2. Political processes leading up to the referendum; 3. The purpose and
process of holding a referendum; 4. Restoration of the independence of
the Georgian state; 5. Representing the attitudes of other nations and
countries which is an important part of recent Georgian political history
(Shvelidze, 2021).
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The research methods applied in the work to study and analyze the

scientific problem, represent: historicism (considering the context of May
26, the peculiarities of the political situation); comparative (difficulties
accompanying the declaration of independence on May 26 and April 9);
situational analysis (Case-study) (understanding the political processes to
be studied in the paper against the background of the accompanying
situation); as well as descriptive methods (a whole range of collected
materials, primary and secondary sources).

The conclusion of the paper presents and clearly shows that the
referendum held in Georgia on March 31, 1991, liberated the country
from the 70-year Soviet regime. In addition, the referendum held on the
entire territory of Georgia is a legal guarantee of the country's
independence and territorial integrity. The state sovereignty of Georgia,
protected by the Constitution, is based on the results of this referendum.
The referendum held in Georgia showed the whole world that, in the
conditions of free choice, the population of Georgia supported the
restoration of state independence and the withdrawal of Georgia from the
Soviet Union, which caused a very large, serious resonance.

Hence, based on the achieved results, the public opinion about the
referendum is as positive as it was more than 30 years ago, since this
historical process represents the basis. As stated in the Constitution of
Georgia, “Georgia is an independent, united and indivisible state, which
was confirmed by the referendum held on March 31, 1991 throughout
the country, including in the Abkhazian ASSR and the former South
Ossetian Autonomous Region, and by the Act of Restoration of State
Independence of Georgia of April 9, 1991.”

Keywords: Georgia, independence, referendum, May 26, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia.



