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1921 §arols 25 09gdghH3o¢mol, 0Magwog dgddbowo boGro@ogzgdols sbs-
@0oBL, BM3MLOMmOYdS FoPlrEols golodFmadol ggbmdgbol 33¢g35%Y
5 50 05MOEoL 9999y 3odmMbsGME JsMomeo gMm3bmwo 0gb-
G™0O0L BobsliosmgdEgdby.
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©owgdolL Fysmm gobgobommo Mfjdgbs-Fomdmmagbgdols, dmdmamg-
00l 5 0EYMEMAO0L (33¢0egds (The Trauma of Social Change; A
Case of Postcommunist Societies, 2004). bodoOmggeml dsgomomnby,
0v) bs39MHM39m0dsdo 1921 Ferol mgdgMzerols dmgeabsl guhm-
©900 M39935305L, LodFMms Mgsg080 03039 IM3Wgbsl MHmgds
2390530953 gdL 30HZ90 MHL3POO30L FodmMEEOEgdOLYsE, 1918-
1921 $ergdol 306390 ©gdmaco@ormo Mgldderozol d90330069-
®d0L 9ol I3gErmdom. 53 30mEgbl 99230305 3MHmEMo Lsd-
Fm6o 0©gbEGHMd0L 894abols BHo3MMo 4sdmbo@angds, M) MMYMO
0g9690m@s LsdFrEOHO BaMoE0z0 080l Fqlobgd, HMd 1921 ool m3vy-
353305 04™ 930302900 35dMbLbs s 65 083YMHOEO I3YMIMDS.
330939 BoMmM FOHowdo Mbs asb630bowmm, Gmdgwos dmoEsgL bo-
300bseoBaAL, FoblimzMH™MdOL 30035l s oLEGHMMOIE Mg30bo-
®boBaAl. 331935 59650HYOL, MHMYMM3 335300l 30039 Fergddo
96039000 LoBMYsEMIdOL FogH MmN JI IE-250MmboGME dMEgl-
AobS s dMIMEOoL GmMIGOL, olg gMoL Fgawgdol 9E93BY Fowsb-
33b, M3bSE WMA032IMe© dM3Y3s )Tl 9Bs30G.

15330930 9oL 5JBHSEMdS 25dMIODIMYMBL o350 Tusls-
fo3w0 896mIgbols 6535¢0TBOH03d0IB, MY gHmzbmwo mzom-
36™d0gHgdOL 250MmM30dgd0L, vy 30MHodom, dgbvyliBgdol ggbmdgbo
56 5M0oL LHMObsBM365 29630050930 Fmzwghs, MMl bogs-
Momm 993900L 39bgMmswoBszos GgLsdwgdgero s dmbabyMby-
09095. 96HM3690 M30m36Mmd0gMHYdOL 3330l MML dgEo® bs
383037900 Ym dg0mb3930L 650Dy, Mo©YD JOMNB06 dmwodo-
3996 5 bLmEosEH 45MmgIMTo gMHgdo oblibgzs39dw9ms MYsQ0MYdIb.
9669L¢ 39byxMOL MMM vy g39bgd0m 365bsgm, MM S3EHMGO
Bs30mboroBIol 36HG0b3030L oM 3935 M3ol J9dmbggasl, MHmdy-
o3 9Mol dMSDHBL s F900B0sbgdSL 0f393L, GmEgLsg dsMmgg-
@0/9%0 dmgdodggdol Mz gbmdobash geblbgaggdwmar gMl 93900-
36096. g dmIgbEo 36083690 Mm3zs600, MoYD gMbglid ggwbamols dm-
LsBOIOom, bo3oMmbooHdol 3M0bEodo 0MHM3g3s, mvy BFsMmM39gE0
MAE0MHLMdS 9Mbozmo HoMmdmImdoom sblbgegwgds doMmwer wd-
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53gbMdsbY s 59 3MO6E030L MM3930L GRS HoMdmodzqds
05O 3MHo3egbmdsdo dMIBO s sxMgbos (Gellner, 1983). gquo-
B0l 0gmmool Msbsbdo, JoMmggewr gMdo 3YmMdol d9dwgy yo-
dmbs@mo dMsHo MbEs 2oModdbocrogm Bogombsgr® dmdMos-
™d5Q. Iglodsdolv, JoMmmzgeo gMol dadmbgazs LogmMsE®Id™ s
39H¥99©H05 00 399PboMS3, MM Bo3ErgdI® 535M0gdL 53 Fodyzsbo
9mEgMbolEGWo MgMMHOoL gHm-9M0d 309356 30300 Dsb.

33930l Losbeng: 99330005 gsdm394mo Msdgbodg sb3gddo,
H0dgebsg 0gdol 0My3zwog sbogo olzmio d9dmsdal. 1) boggwggo
9095 bdoMo@  gobboemos dgblogmadol 3mo@ozol  FHhowdo,
09935 339396 996935 9B 9 30dMH0EYIE0 boliosmo @S ML 0Ib-
&™MO0L 30E0E030L, BogombsgroHdol MmgmMmOgdoL, dgbliog®gdols 3m-
03030l s oLGHMMO0L BoYoLoYsM®DBY; 2) 3393500 5O3EHOMY-
00 046905 Bo3ombogroBIol ©53gb0dg ™9bsdgmmzg Mgm™Os,
H0Igeoi Bmao FHowdo sbLbol s 3s965¢0BgdL LodsMmzgumls
39000b3935L, MoE 1930l FbM0g sH5Er0 J0EYMTSS La30MbOLOET0;

33W935  mM096¢0M9dM0s  oLEGHMMOMo  F5503Es30gd0L
035¢LsHBOOLOM JoO 390 9HOL 3megdEommo dgblogMgdol bgas-
boewo BmGIomgdol dgbfogusbyg s dgbsdsdols, 33eg30L dobabos:
00 9m3dg6¢swwmo 3sbbgdol s M95g309d0L Bogrobo, HMIgwos
Joe0039e 9Ol 3dmbs m335300L [obssmdgy.

3900mEMEMy0s: 1) 3309306 F0b655MLOSL 2odmIE0bstg 4sdm-
949690905 M30L906(030 33930l FGPOMEO OLEAMMOYEO SBoePOBOL
309060030 I9JNMPO, M3 8033l 13393 MYdaBy sGLYdMEo dg-
0o §gOmgdol 33wg3l; 2) 33w3sdo 3edmyggbgdwos ©ob-
39960LOL 565¢0BoL Fgmmo 0d gbol, GHgMTobgdols s Mo@memozol
d9Lslfogwo, MGMIgEoE godmoygbgl LsdFmms 3mbEHMMEOL bmMIs-
@obHYdoLy s oLGHMMOMWo Fmzwghbgdol Mgob@gM3MgEsEo0l 3HM-
39bd0.

AMGIOGOHMWO €000 A5BLIBOZMIZ3s Tgbliogcgdsl Lod-
Foms 93mdsdo, HMBYE0E 03930 ©s 30394390m©s 9O BvbLdgb-
A6 5 30m8mYgbM 65MsE03L: LodFmms ImTszs¢0 9MM3zbgdomsdm-
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6ol 3560mbovEo MabogbmzgMgdss. 98 bsModogzol dobggomay, sMo-
M50 HoEbo LsdFmms 393006 bgdsgmaErmdom Jggems. Lods®-
®39wml §99mbgg3s80, 1921 b m3wmdszool @Ggmdobol gsdmygbgds
00mm9dgo ogm 30medq3039d0Lbmzol, oasb golodFmads dmbs
B9doymBwMmdom, MH9g3memE0Ho 3merdgz0bdol doBbgdol gobbmm-
(309gd0bm30L. Fglsdsdols®, bgdoldogMo Fobsswdaymds (396Mds-
©IOHO 0¥ B0D03NM0) A58 JdME0 AoLsdFMYdoL Hobssmdogy om-
3w90M©s 050 JoBbJdOL Fobsowdwagy FolgErs® s MoE 83500
50M56Lo bogrbols Bgdols Fobsswdwgy dmddggds. 53 Ba®o@ogol do-
b330 5350 JoMMN39gdoL3g LwyMzomom bEgds MEbem Mgg0d0L
999mb3s 5 GgLodsdolv gl s3gMMds 30 565 FIMO30LYIBDSS
3390 3356Mm39mdoLYsb (Toria, 2014). Gglodedols, Mm3wY35305 FoM-
MOWEIOMPS 0QIMMYROYOIQO S 0MIFLNJOMPS 05O JoBbgdOL
239BLsbMM 3000909 59930 GOMBIQ. 0EIMEMYOWOHO IMEHOZF0M
SbLBs 3mwo@037MH0 s LsABYIPOM FY39G 0w gdgd0L bomgaro
04 m39935300L 8999y Lojodmzgemmdo Gwbgmol ymgowo XI
56M3ools LaxsMolm JgbsgHmgdoll oo bbom LodsGmggemdo M-
Bobols dm@E039d0L A563s6EJd0L MMLYE, Moyb gl 0fj3930s Lsbm-
39000900 bsfoeols 3OHMEGHILAGL, MYd3s 3 d)303930L BGHOWL G-
LgOL 5HTool MBIDs Lods®mzgeomTo 50bLbs Jomzgwro 3Mmeng-
G053 s egbmdols doersBEgdol 9bstBbgdol goMsbEool
9039900, M50 LoxsMOLm FgbsgMmgdol LodsMm3zgwwml GgModm-
05Hg ©MHBJ6s O350 EobToMgds HoMdmhbs Lodstrmzggeomdo
b E30sEOLEBHYIOO LEBMYSMIOOL Fd96gd™dOL BBy (sMIdzowo,
2008).
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Mo 9m3wgbgdol, meMomgdol, 5d@dm®mgdol 360d3bgwmdol, 3hmEg-
19Ol A9OBMYOS0 35300gd0M 3MWOEB03MO 5JEHMMIOOL s Too
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Fmgdolb 30hmEglbido. 33e930L d9gaqd0 860d3bgem3zsbos dmeo@ozol
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Nino Maisuradze
The Construction of February 1921 as a Date of "Liberation" and the
Stages of Struggle and Reconciliation in Georgian National Identity
The research focuses on the analysis of narratives constructed
around the date of Sovietization of Georgia—February 25, 1921. It
explores the phenomenon of the Sovietization of the past and examines
the features of Georgian national identity as they have been expressed
after this historical turning point.
Ontologically, society is nothing but change, movement, and
transformation. It is a constant process of construction and
reconstruction, rather than a state of stability. To say that social change
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causes trauma is an oversimplification. The more accurate question is:
what types of change lead to trauma when we speak of collective
consciousness? These types can be categorized in various ways, but one of
them will undoubtedly include foreign conquest and the collapse of an
old political regime. More specifically, cultural trauma can be triggered
by fundamental changes in institutions or regimes, as such political
transformations require cultural adaptation and the development of new
cultural characteristics. Cultural imperatives must adjust to the new
political environment. Furthermore, changes in belief systems, doctrines,
and ideologies can also be considered sources of traumatic experience
(The Trauma of Social Change: A Case of Postcommunist Societies, 2004).
In the case of Georgia, if in the contemporary context the events of
February 1921 are referred to as an occupation, the Soviet regime framed
the same events as a liberation from the experience of the First Republic.
This narrative aimed to erase the legacy of the First Democratic Republic
of 1918-1921. Such an approach can be seen as a typical expression of the
construction of Soviet identity—an illustration of how the Soviet
narrative portrayed the 1921 occupation not as imperial conquest but as a
revolutionary emancipation. This process must be examined within a
broader framework that encompasses nationalism, the politics of
memory, and historical revisionism. The research analyzes both the forms
of protest and resistance expressed by Georgian society during the early
years of occupation, as well as the subsequent shift toward a stage of
national adaptation—eventually leading to a phase of “silence.”

The relevance of the research topic arises from the
multidimensional nature of the phenomenon under study, as the
awakening or, conversely, the weakening of national self-consciousness is
not a linear process whose probable outcomes can be easily generalized.
When studying national self-awareness, greater emphasis must be placed
on case-specific analysis, as nations respond differently even within
similar political and social environments. Referring to Ernest Gellner’s
theory, we find that he considers nationalism’s principle violated in cases
that provoke anger and resentment among a nation when the rulers
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belong to an ethnic group different from the majority of the population.
This aspect is important because, according to Gellner, the principle of
nationalism is broken when the ruling minority differs ethnically from
the ruled majority, which leads to anger and aggression within the
governed majority (Gellner, 1983). According to Gellner’s theory, the
anger expressed by the Georgian nation after conquest should have
transformed into a national movement. Consequently, the case of the
Georgian nation is noteworthy and relevant also because it challenges one
of the main hypotheses of this leading modernist theory.

Research Novelty: Several aspects can be highlighted that bring
new discussion to the topic: 1) The research topic has often been
examined within the framework of memory politics; however, this study
will have a more hybrid character, situated at the crossroads of identity
politics, theories of nationalism, memory politics, and history; 2) The
study will adapt several contemporary theories of nationalism that
provide a general explanation and analysis of the Georgian case, which in
turn represents a new approach to the subject.

The research is focused on examining the reformation of the
collective memory of the Georgian nation in terms of historical
manipulations. Accordingly, the study aims to analyze the immediate
responses and reactions of the Georgian people against the occupation.

Methodology: 1) Given the nature of the research, a qualitative
research approach has been applied—specifically, qualitative historical
analysis, which involves the study of existing secondary sources related to
the topic; 2) The study also employs discourse analysis to examine the
language, terminology, and rhetoric used in the process of normalizing
Soviet control and reinterpreting historical events.

In the Soviet era, memory was shaped and controlled by the
totalitarian regime, which followed and promoted a fundamental and
homogeneous narrative: the Soviet future was envisioned as an
interethnic, harmonious coexistence. According to this narrative, non-
Russian peoples had voluntarily joined the Soviet Union. In the case of
Georgia, the use of the term "occupation" to describe the events of 1921
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was unacceptable to the Bolsheviks, as Sovietization was framed as a
voluntary act in line with the goals of revolutionary Bolshevism.
Consequently, any resistance—whether verbal or physical—against
Sovietization was interpreted as opposition to a grand historical project
and, more importantly, as an act against the will of non-Russian peoples.
Within this narrative, the entry of a foreign regime into Georgia was
presented as the will of the Georgian people themselves; therefore, it was
not a conquest, but a liberation from the old order (Toria, 2014).
Accordingly, the occupation was ideologically justified and presented as a
necessary step toward fulfilling grand historical goals. The ideological
framing of political and military decisions was also evident in the
justification for the prolonged presence of units of Russia’s former 11th
Army in Georgia after the occupation. Although this presence provoked
protests among parts of Georgian society, the Bolsheviks explained it as a
guarantee for preserving the power of the Georgian proletariat and
peasantry. The continued stationing of military units on Georgian
territory was portrayed as a form of assistance on the path toward
building a socialist society in Georgia (Daushvili, 2008).

The topic remains relevant today, as the reinterpretation of
historical events, dates, actors, and processes continues to reveal the
fundamental role of political actors and the narratives they construct.
Accordingly, the analysis of this historical case sheds light on the
characteristics displayed by Georgian society during the Sovietization of
history. The research results are important for the field of political
science, specifically memory politics and identity politics, as well as for
the humanities field of history.

Keywords: Soviet Georgia, national self-consciousness, national
identity, occupation of Georgia.



