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Aleksandre Melikidze
Representation of the Declaration of Independence in Sites of
Memory: The Case of the Tetritskaro Regional Museum

This study explores the representation of two pivotal historical
events—the Declaration of Independence of Georgia (26 May 1918) and
the Restoration of Independence (9 April 1991)—within the Tetritskaro
Regional Museum. The museum is analyzed as an institutional space in
which collective memory is formed, consolidated, and transmitted across
generations.

The research examines the museum’s exhibition policies,
educational and cultural programs, as well as the principles guiding
curatorial interpretation and the selection of artifacts. These elements
shape the contours of the historical narrative and define the forms of its
localization. A significant part of the study is dedicated to analyzing the
engagement of the local community and their attitudes towards the
historical narrative presented in the museum.

The relevance of this research is underscored by ongoing processes
of decolonization and the reconstruction of historical memory in the
post-Soviet space, processes which necessitate a rethinking of national
identity and a reassessment of historical narratives. The critical re-
evaluation and distancing from historiographical frameworks formed
during the Soviet period have become central tasks for many postcolonial
societies (Assmann, 2011; Todorova, 1997). In this context, regional
museums acquire particular importance—not only as repositories and
disseminators of historical knowledge, but also as agents in the formation
of local identities. This case study of the Tetritskaro Regional Museum
clearly demonstrates how national historical narratives are adapted
within local cultural contexts.

Original Contribution: For the first time, the Tetritskaro Regional
Museum is subjected to an interdisciplinary analysis grounded in
contemporary theories of memory. Existing Georgian scholarship on
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museums primarily focuses on descriptive accounts of historical
narratives or their educational functions. In contrast, this research
integrates museological, discursive, semiotic, and ethnographic analysis,
thus framing the museum not only as an educational institution but as an
active agent within the politics of memory.

Furthermore, the study generates knowledge about how the
national narrative of independence is adapted to a local socio-cultural
context, and how the museum participates in the construction of national
identity at a regional level. As such, the study contributes to existing
knowledge on postcolonial memory practices in Georgian regions and
offers a framework for considering regional museums as crucial nodes in
the formation of national memory.

The study addresses three core research questions:

1. How is a grand historical narrative—specifically the
Declaration of Independence—interpreted and adapted within a local
context?

2. What role does a regional museum play in shaping national
identity?

3. How is historical memory institutionalized and transmitted
across generations through the museum?

Addressing these questions allows for a clearer understanding of
the museum’s role within the broader context of memory politics,
especially during post-Soviet transformation.

Methodologically, the research is based on an interdisciplinary
approach, combining qualitative research methods (in-depth interviews
with museum staff and visitors, participant observation), museological
analysis (exhibition structure, artifact selection criteria, curatorial texts),
semiotic and visual analysis (symbolic significance of artifacts and their
spatial arrangement), and discourse analysis (as a method for examining
the linguistic and visual formulations through which the museum
represents historical events). The study is grounded in the assumption
that the museum is not merely an institution for conveying history, but
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an active agent in shaping memory and participating in the structure of
symbolic power.

Conclusion:

The Tetritskaro Regional Museum possesses the capacity and potential to

serve as a significant “site of memory” (lieu de mémoire), where the
national historical narrative is localized and adapted. The museum is a
mediator between official historiography and local memory, reinforces a
sense of historical continuity, and ensures the intergenerational
transmission of national identity. Simultaneously, it is a space where the
politics of memory becomes evident—what is commemorated, what
remains invisible, and how this aligns with the broader national
discourse.

The findings of this study may be useful for developing strategies
for regional museum advancement and for planning cultural heritage
policies that aim to strengthen community-based memory and promote a
multidimensional understanding of national identity.

Keywords: Sites of memory, collective memory, national identity,
independence narrative, postcolonial museology, Tetritskaro Regional
Museum.



