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Otar Janelidze
The Batumi Conference of 1918 and the Question of Georgian
Independence
Abstract

The Batumi Conference of May 1918 marked a decisive turning point
in the pursuit of Georgian statehood, transforming the aspiration for
independence into a concrete political agenda. It was at this conference that
work commenced on the drafting of the Act of Independence, which was
later finalized in Thilisi and officially adopted by the National Council on
May 26. It is therefore no exaggeration to assert that the Batumi Conference
laid the essential foundations for the establishment of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia.

This paper offers a detailed examination of the role played by German
representatives in the negotiations between the Ottoman Empire and the
Transcaucasian Federative Democratic Republic. The six-man delegation sent
from Germany, led by General von Losov, was accompanied by Petre
Surguladze, chairman of the Committee of Independent Georgia, as a
consultant. The delegation included Count Friedrich Werner von der
Schulenburg, a diplomat closely associated with the Georgian Committee,
Otto Glnther von Wesendock, head of the Political Section of the German
General Staff, and legation secretary; and Rudolf Nadolny, an officer of the
military intelligence service and Eastern Affairs specialist at the German
Foreign Office.

Since 1914, the Committee had maintained active relations with
German governmental circles, culminating in an agreement with Berlin in
which Germany pledged to support Georgia’s security in the event of an
independence declaration.

A significant episode during the conference was the delivery of a letter
to Akaki Chkhenkeli, head of the Transcaucasian delegation, written by
Giorgi Machabeli in Berlin and dated April 29, 1918. Handed over by
Wesendonk, the letter reported on the activities of the Committee of
Independent Georgia, summarized diplomatic correspondence and
agreements with Germany and other Central Powers (Austria-Hungary and
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the Ottoman Empire), and laid out a strategic course of action for the
Georgian delegates. This document became the basis for Chkhenkeli’s
negotiations with General von Lossow, later joined by Noe Jordania, who
traveled to Batumi for the occasion.

Taking into account the Committee’s preparatory work and the
broader geopolitical context of the First World War in the spring of 1918, the
Georgian National Council ultimately resolved to declare independence.
Although the formal declaration occurred in Tbilisi on May 26, the decisive
political planning had taken place in Batumi.

The restoration of Georgia’s state independence represents a subject of
enduring scholarly significance. Its investigation is not only important from a
historiographical standpoint but also plays a key role in reinforcing the values
of freedom and republicanism within Georgian political culture — a matter of
continued socio-political and nation-building relevance.

This study contributes original scholarly insight through the first
comprehensive analysis of both the international dynamics and the local
context surrounding Georgia’s path to restored independence, grounded in
primary sources. It draws upon archival documents, contemporary press
materials, memoirs, and specialized literature. Methodologically, the research
is based on established historical approaches, including historicism,
comparative analysis, retrospection, descriptive methods, and case study. The
comparative method facilitates the identification and contextual
interpretation of historical parallels and divergences; retrospection enables
the tracing of causal relationships and long-term developments; the
descriptive method aids in the collection, organization, and interpretation of
empirical data; and the case study approach provides an in-depth
examination of the Batumi Conference as a singular and formative event. A
critical, multi-perspective analysis of sources and empirical evidence is
employed to ensure well-substantiated and nuanced conclusions.

Keywords: Georgian Independence, Batumi Conference, German-
Georgian Relations, National Council, May 26, 1918, Georgia



