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Ketevan Epadze
Constructing the Image of Ilia Chavchavadze in Kvali, a Georgian Social
Democratic Periodical
Abstract

This paper examines the construction and evolution of Ilia
Chavchavadze’s image in the Georgian Social Democratic periodical
“Kvali”, between 1893 and 1904. The analysis demonstrates that
Chavchavadze’s portrayal underwent significant transformation in
response to the intensifying ideological confrontation between him and
the leaders of the Social Democratic movement. During the period from
1893 to 1897, Chavchavadze was depicted as a figure of the past whose
creative potential was considered exhausted and whose status as a
national leader was increasingly questioned. From 1899 onward,
however, the newspaper’s discourse became more critical, resulting in the
consolidation of a dualistic representation and the systematic removal of
those attributes that had previously legitimized Chavchavadze’s position
as a national leader, both in the present and retrospectively.

Keywords: Ilia Chavchavadze; Social Democracy; “Kvali”

newspaper.
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