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Tamar Orjonikidze
Reflection of the Soviet Period in Eduard Shevardnadze's Post-
Soviet Image (April 14, 1978)
Abstract

Eduard Shevardnadze governed both Soviet and independent Georgia.
Consequently, his activities in Georgia are evaluated in two ways,
corresponding to his positions: Shevardnadze as the Minister of Internal
Affairs and later the First Secretary of Soviet Georgia, and Shevardnadze as
the President of post-Soviet Georgia.

In the modern era, Eduard Shevardnadze is primarily known for his
presidency. However, many myths circulated about him as a communist
ruler during the Soviet Union's existence, fueled by both his personal traits
and the system itself-he was intended to be the face of a successful Soviet
nation. The myths originating from that period are reinforced by several
specific facts. These myths did not disappear after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and continue to exist in modern Georgia. One contributing
factor to this is the history school textbooks published after the restoration of
independence. As research has highlighted, these textbooks portray
Shevardnadze as a bold, flexible, and tactful politician. To confirm this, one
of the primary facts cited is the actions of the First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia during the April 1978
demonstrations organized to protect the Georgian language.

The aim of this paper is to study the history school textbooks
published after the restoration of independence, specifically those covering
the events of April 1978 and Shevardnadze's role in them.

In the textbooks examined in this study, Eduard Shevardnadze is
presented in two roles regarding the events of April 1978-authors portray his
participation in the processes unfolding in Thbilisi differently. Some textbooks
assign Shevardnadze the leading role in avoiding bloodshed, while in others,
he simply informs the public gathered in front of the Government House of
Moscow's decision.

Keywords: Eduard Shevardnadze; April 14, 1978; Leader’s image.
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