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George Gogsadze
Georgian Dream’s populist messages in the 2024 parliamentary
election campaign
Abstract

The article examines the populist messages of the leaders of Georgian
Dream in public speeches, which they addressed during the 2024
parliamentary election campaign. Populism is understood as a discourse,
where in the political space, society is divided between us, the “people,” and
the (“other”) “elite”. This approach is based on Ernesto Laclau’s theory. The
aim of the article was to identify the populist themes that the Georgian
Dream appealed to and constructed antagonism between the people and the
“others”.

Before the elections, the Georgian Dream emphasized that internal
and external forces were fighting Georgia. External forces, through their
agents, namely the “Collective National Movement”, were fighting the
Georgian government (Georgian Dream) and the Georgian people, their
traditions, religion and values, they also did not respect Georgia’s
sovereignty. The “Collective National Movement” was presented as a
populist “other” whose goal was to drag the country into the Russia-Ukraine
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conflict and open a second front, which would end in the country’s
destruction. In contrast, the Georgian Dream presented itself as the only
guarantor of peace in the country. The aforementioned messages reflected
populist discourses, which are widespread in the rhetoric of nationalist-
populist parties in Europe, including the defense of the country’s sovereignty
from EU institutions and bureaucracy.

Regarding the EU, the Georgian Dream resorted to the construction of
a double image of Europe. On the one hand, it noted that unacceptable
(pseudoliberal) values were imposed on Georgia from outside the country.
The Georgian Dream contrasted this with Christian values, which were the
foundation of Europe. Georgia should have joined the EU precisely because
of Christianity. The use of this strategy should be linked to the support of the
majority of Georgian citizens for membership in the European Union.

Keywords: Populism, Peace, Sovereignty, Agents, Europe.
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