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Vladimeri Napetvaridze

The Evolution of Education Policy in Estonia's Artificial
Intelligence Strategies
A Comparative Analysis of the 2019-2021 and 2022-2023
Strategies

Abstract

In 2019-2021, the process of planning national strategies on
artificial intelligence (AI) has revealed different approaches among EU
Member States, especially in terms of the duration and flexibility of the
strategic documents. Among the 27 EU Member States, only three
countries — Italy, Romania and Estonia — have chosen to develop short-
term national strategies on artificial intelligence, which raises the need
for research into these countries, as it allows for the analysis of the results
of the first national documents on Al strategies;

This paper focuses on the example of Estonia and examines how
the results of the implementation of the 2019-2021 National Al Strategy
were reflected in the formation of the 2022-2023 strategy - in terms of
changes to the education component.

The paper is based on a comparative analysis of the document and
aims to reveal the connection and change between the strategies in the
context of education policy. The paper analyzes how the education
component in Al strategies has changed - from initial capacity building to
a system governance tool - and how Estonia’s institutional experience was
reflected in the process of defining the priorities and main directions of
the second strategy. Special attention is paid to the involvement of
stakeholders involved in the process, the formation of forms of

cooperation between the public, private and academic sectors;
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According to the research outcomes, Estonia's short-term strategic
approach creates an effective feedback mechanism that allows for timely
adjustments of education policy in accordance with the dynamics of
technological progress. The Estonian experience is an important example
for those states that are still considering the development of a flexible and
education-oriented state Al strategy.

Keywords: Estonia; National Strategy; Artificial Intelligence;
Education Policy.
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