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Aleksandre Melikidze
The Ideological Foundations of Russia's Expansionist Policy in Russian
Political Philosophy and Concepts
Abstract

This study explores the ideological roots of the Russian
Federation's expansionist foreign policy, arguing that modern Russian
revisionism is a direct product of long-standing political-philosophical
traditions. The research focuses on the transition from the post-Soviet
geopolitical vacuum to the restoration of imperial ambitions, primarily
through the instrumentalization of the works of Konstantin Leontiev,
Nikolai Trubetzkoy, and Ivan Ilyin.

By employing qualitative document analysis, the paper
demonstrates how Leontiev’s "Byzantinism," Trubetzkoy’s "Eurasianism,"
and Ilyin’s concept of a "Strong State" have been integrated into Russia’s
official foreign policy concepts (2000-2023). These philosophical
frameworks provide the "logical" justification for the rejection of Western
liberal order, the creation of a "multipolar" balance of power, and the
assertion of a "privileged sphere of interest" in the post-Soviet space. The
study concludes that the romanticization of the Soviet past and the
construction of a "permanent enemy" image serve as essential tools for
domestic consolidation and the legitimation of territorial annexations in
Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova, posing a systemic challenge to global
security architecture.

Keywords: Russian Foreign Policy, Post-Soviet Space, Eurasianism,
National Securit, Expansionism.
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