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Malkhaz Matsaberidze
The Act of Independence of Georgia: The Ideological Context
Abstract

The article discusses the ideological foundation of the Georgian Act
of Independence of May 26, 1918. The Act of Independence was a
political and legal document that not only declared Georgia's
independence but also established the basic principles for the future state
structure. This allows us to discuss the ideological context of the Georgian
Act of Independence, that was a blend of liberal nationalism and Social
Democratic ideology.

The Act of Independence was drafted by the two political forces:
the Social Democrats and the National Democrats. National Democratic
ideology was a form of liberal nationalism. The Act of Independence was
based on the consensus of the political forces of the time, which was
facilitated by the fact that the Social Democrats and the National
Democrats agreed on the construction of a democratic state. This was also
acceptable to the other socialist parties represented in the National
Council of Georgia (Socialist-Federalists, Socialist-Revolutionaries).

For the National Democrats, building an independent democratic
state was the ultimate goal, while the socialist parties planned transition
to the "construction of socialism" in the future. Noe Zhordania, Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the National Council and leader of the
Georgian Social Democrats, removed the so-called "social (socialist)
provisions" from the draft of Act of Independence, leaving only the
"common national" principles. However, the influence of Social
Democratic ideology is evident in a number of constitutional principles
formulated in the Act of Independence. Overall, the Georgian Act of
Independence represented a blend of liberal nationalism and Social
Democratic ideology.

Keywords: Georgia, Georgian Act of Independence of May 26,
1918, political parties of Georgia, political ideologies.
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