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Ivane Tsereteli
How the Past is Taught: The August 2008 War in School
Textbooks
Abstract

Manipulation of the past and the instrumentalization of history are
common practices in contemporary Georgian political life. In many cases,
the main line of internal political and election-related, rating-driven
party confrontations revolves around the use of recent history.
Interpretations of the past shape societal attitudes. The 2008 Russia-
Georgia war is a significant topic in political discussions. Russia attributes
responsibility for starting the war to Georgia to legitimize its attack.
School textbooks are a crucial part of memory politics, exerting
significant influence on the construction of collective memory as a key
reflection of the master narrative. School textbooks are vetted by relevant
bodies of the Ministry of Education and, upon approval, reach students’
desks. Thus, in the context of universal education, school textbooks reach
the hands of every citizen. The aim of this study is to demonstrate how
the 2008 August war is taught in schools. What facts, events, and details
are emphasized, what purpose does the narrative serve, and how are its
substantive and visual aspects presented?

Keywords: Russia-Georgia war, narrative, collective memory,

instrumentalization of history
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