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Eka Darbaidze
Tamila Niparishvili
The Social and Political Role of Women in Georgia: From Historical
Evolution to Contemporary Reality
Abstract

The social and political role of women in Georgia has always been
a central issue in the context of the country’s historical development and
the modern democratic agenda. Although Georgian women have made
significant contributions to state, cultural, and spiritual life throughout
history, their participation in political processes has remained limited for
a long time. The current global discourse, which emphasizes the
importance of gender equality as a measure of the quality of democracy,
makes the study of the Georgian experience even more relevant.

The presented work aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of
the historical and cultural evolution of gender roles in Georgia and their
impact on the formation of social and political reality. The study includes
a study of normative regulations on the status of women in legal sources
of the 11th-18th centuries, an assessment of the transformations of
gender policy in the Soviet era and its consequences, as well as an analysis
of the dynamics of women's political participation from the period after
the restoration of independence to the present. Special attention is paid to
the gender quota mechanism as an important tool for increasing women's
representation, and the political, institutional and cultural challenges
associated with its abolition.

The results show that despite the progressive steps taken, public
awareness and institutional barriers based on traditional norms and
stereotypes still represent a significant obstacle to the process of women's
political and social integration.

Keywords: gender roles, women's political participation, gender
quotas, women's social status, Soviet Georgia.

30



