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Natia Zedginidze
The Process of European Integration and the Challenges of Political
Polarisation in Georgia
Abstract

Georgia's European integration is closely linked to the
implementation of numerous structural reforms aimed at establishing
European values and standards. One of the most significant challenges in
this process is political polarisation, which threatens the country's
democratic and legal development. Since gaining independence, Georgian
political thought has been characterised by extreme polarisation and a
constant search for an enemy, driven by a lack of a culture of legal and
moral-ethical reasoning, as well as narrow partisan or clan interests. This
dynamic poses a serious threat to statehood and the development of a
healthy society. In such an environment, there is little room for
moderate, rational discourse in the political sphere. Individuals who do
not align themselves with any radical group are effectively marginalised
from the real political process, leading to their alienation and apathy.

The peaceful resolution of social conflicts, dialogue, and consensus
are essential components of a democratic, pluralistic society. Therefore, it
is vital for Georgia to break free from the vicious cycle of polarisation that
has significantly hindered the country’s socio-political and economic
development over several decades. To overcome polarisation, it is crucial
for both politicians and members of society to recognise that taking
responsibility for the country’s unfolding events, prioritising national
interests, and pursuing a rational and collective effort towards a common
goal are essential prerequisites for the nation’s development.

Key words: Polarisation, Georgia, European integration
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